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Invitation from a Funder

ÅOtho SA Sprague Memorial Institute
ïFunded the successful Chicago Asthma Consortium

ïLooking to support new consortia in 2001

ÅI was invited to make a proposal re childhood obesity

ÅInvited in summer 2001 to begin a planning process
ïSeveral meetings, with ~80 people involved

ÅDiverse sectors

ÅConstituted the critical mass that Sprague was looking for

ÅInvited to submit a full proposal for 12/01 review
ïFunded for 3 years, ~$500,000 (frontloaded)
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Founding Principles

ÅData-driven Early Prevention is Our Primary Focus
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Whitaker et al. Pediatrics 101, 1998 www.pediatrics.org./cgi/content/full/101/3/e5

http://www.pediatrics.org./cgi/content/full/101/3/e5


Founding Principles

ÅWe Play a Strategic Role in Public Health Advocacy

Information Strategy Action

Christoffel K Kaufer, Public Health advocacy: Process and Product, AJPH 2000; 90:722 -726.



CLOCC Mission
ÅConfront the childhood obesity 

epidemic 
ïPromote healthy and active 

lifestyles for children 

ïIn the Chicago metropolitan area

ÅFoster and facilitate 
connections
ïChildhood obesity prevention 

researchers, public health 
advocates and practitioners, 

ïThe children, families, and 
communities of Chicagoland. 

www.clocc.net

http://www.clocc.net/


Building CLOCC from Scratch

ÅSearch for Executive Director
ïMatt Longjohn, MD, MPH

ÅHad been involved in TASK, other advocacy work at CMH

ÅOther critical staff
ïChris Kierig, Communications Director

ïAdministrative support

ÅFirst year
ïOne funder

ïLots and lots of partner engagement

ÅMatt went to a lot of small pot luck dinners!


